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Scheme for Seceders. 
8 | By a Layman in the Country, 


Rom. xvi. 17, 18. Now I beſeech you, brethren, 
mark them which cauſe diviſions, &c. See alto, 
1 Job ii. 19. Philip. i. 15 16. 2 Tim. iii. 9. 
2 Thef.. ii. 7. 


S I would wiſh to be as little of a Party- 
man as I am of a Clergyman, I there- 
fore induſtriouſly ſhun any other infor- 
mation about ſtate of the Church 

| what I pick up from a news- paper or two in 

time of an Aſſembl * Commiſſion; for I con- 

Jude the conduct of its managers, when fairly re- 

preſented, to be os wk criterion of its preſent 

ae In conſequence cf this, as I was glancing 
rer a paper in time of the Commiſſion in Novem- 
der laſt, there caſt up to me a paragraph, which 

13 account of an overture brought into 
| Commiſſion by a committee of its number ; 

Ekich was, I think, to this effect: That there 

ould be a committee appointed by the Commiſſion, to 

up materials from the preachings and praftices 

be Seceding Brethren, in order to form a libel a- 

painſt them, with inſtructions to lay it before the Com- 

Non in March enſuing. 

hit I ſaw to have been oppos'd with much 

remth, and the arguments on both ſides manag'd 

keenneſs, as the humours or intereſts of 
erent advocates ſeem*d to direct them; but 
| thoſe for the overture at length carried it. 
| What may be the conſequence, I ſha'n't pr. tend to 
dels; for do there yy 1 m of opinion that 
eir 


* 


"7 


Wi 


17 tz 


| A 
CER 


OS 

their conduct deſerves the ſevereſt cenſure, yet there 
will probably be abundance ſcrupulous to ſtrike the 
blow, or even dubious en 
inflicting it : And I therefore hope, that upon this 
conſideration I ſhall be pardon'd the freedom to ſug- 
geſt a Scheme, which, as it ſeems to me conſiſtent 
enough with the 2 ſo alſo with the practice 
of the Church in former times, and that upon the 
preſent eſtabliſhment. 

Ever ſince the Revolution, it has been a cuſtom 
abundantly common in this Church, to ſend over 
Preachers, or tranſport Miniſters from their 
here, to others in the Orkney or Zetland Iſles, as its 
judicatures judg'd it neceſſary or expedient for the 
majus bonum ecclefie. Now, as theſe worthy Gentle- 


men have of themſelves been ſo kind as to plant 


and water moſt of the continent already, and as the 
grain of muſtard which they have ſown is likely to 
take root and ſpring up to perfection, I ſhould 


therefore think that their further labours may be 
diſpens'd with here, and a trial made of their ſpi- 


ritual husbandry 


unfruitful corner of the vineyard 


in ſomewhat colder a ſoil, and more 
And tho? it 


might be expected that theſe Gentlemen, who would 


affect to have nothing in view but the glory of God, 
and of ſouls, could need only a hint to go on 
in their Apoſtolical character, teaching 
zing, to the very ends of the earth; yet, as they 
may perhaps pretend to wait till ſome particular 


light or revelation direct them to theſe iſlands, as 


it did ſome years ago their prime Apoſtle upon 
another —— * what if 


as to the manner of 


and bapti- 


judicatures ſhould | 


m 
O\-E/FF\'Tis a ftory of undoubted credit, that when Mr. Ebenezer 
O Elbe got acall to Stirling, he gave his then pariſhioners in Port- 


„ the ſtrongeſt aſſurances, in the moſt * 


| | C8. | 
in that caſe interpoſe the ſame authority now, that 
the they were in uſe to do thirty or forty years ago, and 
is of | ſend over the whole venerable body to Zetland ? 
this | Sure I am, that that cool climate ſhould much bet- 
ter ſuit their warm conſtitutions ; and how far it 
tent might tend to edification, or the majus bonum eccle- 
(Rice [<> I leave to the * world to judge. 

I am highly ſenſible that a great many things may 
be objected to this Scheme; ſuch as, frff, That 
the Miniſters or Preachers in thoſe times had calls 
to come; but this not being the caſe with them, 

they cannot go with a conſcience; for, holy 
men! never did any of them intrude themſelves 
upon their people either by force or fraud; of both 
which the records of the Synod, and ſome of the 
Presbytery books in Fife, are to this day a ſtanding 

| teſtimony. As to that of calls, I ſhall ſay little at 
ents as thinking it may ſerve to remark here 

the by, that there were not then, nor even are 
yet, ſuch calls from that place, as we in this more 
pi. enlightned part of the realm pretend to be fo in- 
bre diſpenſably neceſſary; but that the good people there 
o& it have hitherto been tame enough to welcome and 
ould ſubmit to the miniſtry of any, that either their Pa- 
God, tron, or the Church, upon ny application for 
that effect, thought meet to ſend them. What 

apt 3 1 
ey he could borrow from Scripture, that he would never leave them 


cular nor forſake them; — that the preſbytery of Nir lala would 

have looſed his relation — 4 and ſo he could then 
have made a pretence of n but, con- 
trary to his tions, the diſappointed him. Find- 
had nothing elſe for it but to declare himſelf, he 


accordingly to haye got that very morning a particular 
MB r ing to Stirling; though 2 obvi- 
| Port- dus for ſeveral months , from his neglecting to provide the 
| neceſlary and ordinary things for his family as he was wont to do, 
he that his light had been of a much older date. 


C4. 
they might come to do after living half a dozen 


years under the drop of theſe Gentlemens doctrine, 
and getting their ſpiritual legacies and Chriſtian 
charters explain'd and confirm'd to them, I ſha'r't 
pretend to ſay. 

But there is a ſecond objection that perhaps ſome 
may be roguiſh enough to ſtart; and that is, That 
as the Miniſters or Preachers in theſe times had calls 
to come, they had likewiſe benefices to come to; 
for that he who ſerves at the altar, ſhould live by 
it. In anſwer to this, I don't indeed ſuppoſe that 
theſe Gentlemen want to have their mouths muzzled, 
or be at a bit uncertainty where to lay their heads, 
more than their neighbours : But, in the t place, 
there are either vacancies there already, in which 
caſe both their ſtall and their fodder is before them : 
or, in the ſecond place, though there ſhould not, yet 
I am perſuaded there are abundance of Brethren in 
that place, vaſtly more cool in their conſtitutions 
than they, and ſo would doubtleſs be mighty well 
ſatisfied of a tranſplantation to a warmer foil; and 
if the majus bonum eccleſiæ be a good argument e- 
nough for a ſimple tranſportation, I don't ſee what 
ſhould hinder it to be equally ſo for an exchange. 

But there is yet a third objection that would ap- 
pzar as difficult to remove as either of the former; 
and it is, That as theſe Gentlemen have already de- 
clared their diſtoyalty to the judicatures of this 
Church, they won't therefore regard their ſentence, 
or ſubmit to their decrees. To which I anſwer, frf, 
That if, purely from a principle of contradiction to 
the Clurch, they would rather ſlay and preach 
Chriſt out of ſtrife and envy, than go ſuch a pious 
errand as the enlightning and reforming the iflands 
of that nation in which they have ſeen their labours 

crowned 


| 6 
en crowned with ſo much ſucceſs; I fay, fuch a conduct 


as this would be ſuch an unpardonable piece of obſti- 
nacy in foro divino, and at the ſame time ſuch an in- 
conſi in human life, as would be uncharitable to 
ſuppoſe of them, was it not for the numberleſs blun- 
ders and abſurdities we daily ſee them guilty of. 
But, in the /econd place, Though they ſhould prove 
perverſe, and make even a merit of their obſtinacy, 
and glory in their ſhame z yet as they have all along 
kept ſuch a faſt grip of their benefices, and ſhared 
all the advantages and privileges of other ſubjeccts, 
they are not therefore beyond the reach of the civil 

ernment too: ſo that in caſe of iuch a ſentence 
by the Church, and an application to the govern- 


ment for that effect, the Magiſtrate muſt take care 
to ſee their decree put in execution; and this will pro- 
bably bring the caſe to a criſis. | 


I am indeed fatisfied, that both Church and State 
would ſuffer for ſuch a ſentence, and that thcy would 
——4 this very inſtance of their moderation and 
enity (for they richly deſerve a ſeverer one) to the 
pitiful purpoſes of popular ſlander, defamation and 
raillery : But they are herein to mind the command 
of their meek Maſter, who enjoins them to be kind 
and merciful even to the unthankful and evil. And 
I perſuade myſelf, that there is no unprejudiced and 
ſober-minded man, but muſt account this a moſt 
gentle and Chriſtian expedient ; ſince it is not perſe- 
cuting, but only tranſplanting them to another place; 
where they have at the ſame time a freedom of fun- 
ction and ſecurity of food. Nor is it in reality any 
greater hardſhip than what many others have under- 
_ before them, and what perhaps ſome of them- 
elves have had an active hand in obliging them to 
do. And, for my own ſhare, I can ſee no Wr 

c 
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1 
that can be reaſonably pled againſt it, ſave only one 


that I have heard commonly advanced againſt tranſ- 
porting (pardon the compariſon) vagrants and 
gypſies, theſe national nuſances, to foreign parts; and 
which in an emphatical way they phraſe, the hound. 
ing of a mad dog upon our neighbours. I am indeed of 
opinion, that this objection does not want its own 
weight; but as no human ſcheme is exempt from 
ſome inconveniency, the plain queſtion turns out to 
be, Whether it is better to let ſuch dangerous crea- 
tures rove at random in a wide and populous country ; 
or to confine them to a leſs populous corner, and 
colder clime, where their diſtemper muſt at leaſt 
prove leſs infectious, if not have a chance of be- 


ing carried off altogether? And as this is what I 
„ - be at a loſs to determine, fo I 

only recommend it to all concerned, to apply 
the remedy as timeouſly as poſſible; leſt, by lingering 
and delay, their hydrophoby arrive to ſuch a height, 
that they'll rather hold forth here, though at the 
foot of a gibbet , than take the benefit of a pulpit 
in any place elſe, if only acceſſible by water. 

I have heard it propoſed by ſome, That they ſhould 
be ſent over to Georgia. But this I am againſt on a 
double account: Firſt, That as I am not yet ſan- 
guine enough to have any plot upon their lives, I 
think it by much too warm a climate for ſuch hot- 
blooded Gentlemen ; which, to be fure, is an argu- 
ment equally ſtrong againſt tranſporting them to -_ 

W. 


+ It was lately reported in one of the news · papers, that upon 
a certain miſunderſtanding betwixt Mr. Ebenezer and the Magi - 
ſtrates of S:i-ling, he left the kirk, and retired to a little e- 
minency, on which the gallows is erected, to entertain his audi- 
ence. I wiſh he may not yet ſome time mount the ladder, and 
harangue them from the top of it! 
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one 


ranſ. 
and 
and 


of ſpuitul tyranny a they poſſibly can be, I would 


3 
where elſe of our Southern colonies. But, in the 


ſecond place, I would oppoſe the ſending them to 
Georgia from a political conſideration ; for even 2 


admit that none of theſe Gentlemen (thou 
talked with pretty ſtrong aſſurance) are in r 
pay; yet as that place is ſuſpected to be already in 
danger from ſavages on the one hand and Jeſuits on 
the other, and as theſe Reverend Gentlemen ſeem to 
have but too much of the temper of the one and 
principles of the other, I ſhould think it the worſt 
place of any for ſtaking them down to. 

For my own ſhare I would think it fafer in ſome 
meaſure to 2 vanity and ſelf-conceit of 


we: whore Ay nom has given them fch dale 
at the parity of the preſent Church-government, 
indulge them in the fame i and freedom 


from Church-authority that they have for ſome time 


aſſumed ; yea and even allow them to conſtitute 


themſelves into ſome Hierarchical capacity; was it 


not for fear of their uſing this liberty for a cloak of 
licentiouſneſs, and landing it directly in 


downright 
Catholiciſm : or, as this muſt be the worſt of it, and 


as they are already as abſolute and arbitrary in point 


for once try if they would avow themſelves to be 
outwardly and in form, what their practices daily 
betray them to be inwardly and in effect. Nor can 
I ſee any thing elſe that ſome of them by their late 


arrogance and heaven-daring impudence can aim at, 


in preſumptuouſly. anathematizing and ſhaking the 
duſt off their feet againſt every one that differs from 


them, or do not implicitely believe what they 1 imper- 
tinently affirm. Now, as their conduct is in moſt 
reſpects ſo rank Roman Catbolict, I ſuppoſe their 
number may encourage them to found their conſti- 

tution 
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tution; a Pope, and ſeven or eight Cardinals, being | 
pretty well to begin withal. The teſtimonies: too 
that they have lately emitted, and that have gained | 
ſo great a vogue among their votaries, may ſtand | 
them in ſtead, and ſerve in lieu of the legends that 1 
are uſed in their Brother- Church, and may probably BW 
too be leſs ſtumbling to ſome of their more ſcrupu- 
Jous converts. © 
But there is ſtill one thing that would neceſſarily 
be adverted to; and that is, to take ſpecial care that 
they are kept within their 2 and 
don't get leave to enlarge their phylacteries 3 leſt, 
like ſome ſuch ing and popular folks as them- ' 
ſelves of old, they ſea and land to gain pro- 
ſelytes: ſo that Zetland ſeems to be as . 
ly ſituated for taking care of them in this 
any place. My opinion is plainly for it. I um in- 
deed far from entertaining a like notion of them all; 
for ſome of them I take to be pretty well-mean- 
ing and ſincere, and that it has not been ſo much 
their own ill-nature, as others influence, that has 
ſo miſerably miſled them: And ſo I ſhould be 
mighty well fatisfied, could the ing an example 
of a few of the moſt refractory and factious reduce 
the reſt to their duty, and ſo reſtore peace to the 

Church, and harmony amongſt ſuch as yet deſign | 
to continue in it, backſliding as it is. However, 
if in a conſiſtency with the characteriſtick by 
which they have diſtinguiſhed themſelves, they are 
ſo firmly aſſociated as not to be ſeparated, they ſhall | 

have my good leave to bear one another company”; | 
and fo, wiſhing them much joy of their new place 
and preferment, I bid them heartily adieu. 


— Si quid noviſti reBlius iftis, 3 
Candidus imper ti. 


